JD Walker's foreword to this special issue sets the context for the need for studies like those in this volume that explore innovative ways to integrate technology in physical learning spaces. We issued the call for abstracts for this special issue in September 2018 and expected a variety of different article types including empirical research, case studies, reflective essays, and critiques. We received 36 abstracts and it was interesting to me that the overwhelming majority were case studies. I didn't know why. After all, much has now been written about the importance of active learning and the classrooms and informal learning spaces that support active learning. But as we began the review process, the reason became clear. The research on the use of technology in physical classrooms is still relatively new and we appear to be in a time of active exploration of creative and collaborative use of technologies in physical learning spaces.
The case studies in this issue explore new horizons in our understanding of creative and collaborative uses of technologies in physical learning spaces. The authors share with us a variety of important considerations around design of learning spaces. They not only exemplify innovative pedagogical approaches, but also the commitment to study these approaches. And through their efforts to capitalize on and explore the potential of bringing together technology and learning spaces, they demonstrate new ways for higher education to take on timely issues confronting universities such as promoting diversity and inclusion, deeper learning, and student engagement. I appreciated the invitation by the journal's editorial team to serve as guest editor of this special issue. I am grateful to all of the authors in this special issue for their excellent contributions-it was an honor to work with all of them. I also owe deep thanks to the reviewers who provided substantive comments on earlier drafts that contributed to the quality of the papers in the issue. Finally, I thank Karissa Rector in the FACET office and copy editor, Anita Todd, for their assistance as we prepared the issue for publication.
